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VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

	First Name:


	Middle Name:

Maiden/Alias: 
	Last Name:
	Date of Birth:

	Home Address:


	City:
	County:
	State:
	Zip:

	Local Mailing Address: 


	City:
	County:
	State:
	Zip:

	Email:


	Home Ph #:
	Work Ph #:
	Cell Ph #:

	Male  

Female
	Social Security #:
	Emergency Contact Person’s Name and Number:

	Ethnicity:
	Marital Status:
	Occupation:


	Level of Education: 

	Employer:


	Address: 
	City 
	State/Zip

	Can We Contact You At Work?

_____Yes     _____No
	Work Hours:
	How Long Employed: 


REFERENCES

Please provide information requested for five (5) references. Three (3) references are needed to process your application but providing additional references will facilitate the application process.   References should have known you for at least 1 year. 2 should have observed you around children if possible. 

1) Current employer/co-worker 

2) A supervisor from a youth organization where you volunteered/worked in the past 3 years (if not applicable, select a co-worker /friend 

3) Spouse/Domestic Partner/Significant Other (If not applicable, a close family member)

4) A current/former co-worker 

5) A close friend/roommate 

	1. First Name: 


	Last Name:  
	Relationship 
	Years  Known

	Phone: 


	Phone2:
	Email:



	2. First Name:


	Last Name:  
	Relationship
	Years  Known

	Phone: 


	Phone2:
	Email:



	3: First Name:
	Last Name:  
	Relationship
	Years  Known



	Phone: 


	Phone2:
	Email:



	4. First Name:


	Last Name:  
	Relationship
	Years  Known

	Phone: 


	Phone2:
	Email:



	5. First Name:


	Last Name:  
	Relationship
	Years  Known

	Phone: 


	Phone2:
	Email:
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VOLUNTEER PERSONAL AUTO VERIFICATION

All Community Based Volunteers must carry auto insurance in the amount required by the state.  Please include a copy of your driver’s license and proof of car insurance with this application.

Name of Insurance Policy Holder ____________________________________________________
Insurance Agency/Company_________________________________________________________

License tag # _________________  Vehicle Make and Model: _____________________________

Driver’s license # ______________________State Issued and Expiration Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________
Agent____________________Phone____________________Policy # ______________________

Limits: Bodily Injury __________ Property ____________Combined Single Limit ____________
VOLUNTEER MEDIA RELEASE
I do____/do not _____grant to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Middle Tennessee the right and permission to copyright and/or publish photographic portraits or pictures in which I may be included in whole or in part of composite or reproductions made through any media or photography for art, advertising, trade or any other similar lawful purpose, including television and product packaging. 

I waive my right to inspect and/or approve the finished product or the advertising copy that may be used in connection therewith. 

I hereby release and hold harmless Big Brothers Big Sisters of Middle Tennessee, its agents, successors and all persons acting under its permission or authority from any liability whatsoever by virtue of any publication, dissemination, or processing. 
VOLUNTEER STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

I understand that:

1) The references I listed may be contacted by mail, telephone, or email; 

2) I am in no way obligated to perform any volunteer services;

3) The information I provided may be used to conduct a background check, to include driving records check, criminal background check, and other records where required by local, state, or federal law for volunteers working with youth. The background check may be conducted periodically as determined by the agency;

4) The BBBS agency is not obligated to match me with a youth;

5) Other BBBS agencies or youth organizations where I have worked or volunteered may be contacted as references; and,

6) As part of the enrollment processes, I will be asked to provide additional personal information prior to any recommendations for assignment.

7) I agree to have an ongoing obligation to notify Big Brothers Big Sisters immediately of any changes in my driving or criminal records, and my auto insurance coverage. 

Signature________________________________
Date__________________________
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NOTICE

The agency requires a national criminal background and motor vehicle record check prior to approval of any volunteer.  Written authorization will be obtained from the volunteer prior to the submission to the search agent, LexisNexis.
VOLUNTEER STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

I understand that signing this form authorizes Big Brothers Big Sisters of Middle Tennessee to request a National Criminal and Motor Vehicle check from their search agent, LexisNexis and use the results to assess approval as a Big Brother or Big Sister in the program.  
_________________________________________________________________________

Signature









Date
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What is the Role of a Big Brother or Big Sister?

A mentor is a Friend.
A mentor is willing to involve themselves in the life of the child, by being understanding, kind, sincere, patient and by providing affection and security. Bigs and Littles do simple things together - playing sports, seeing movies, cooking, going over schoolwork, visiting museums, washing the car, taking walks, volunteering in their communities, or just hanging out together. It's the friendship that develops while doing these everyday activities that makes the difference. 

A mentor is a Positive Role Model.
The mentor exhibits a standard of behavior for modeling honesty, truth and respect for others. The mentor also talks about and role models decision-making skills and personal responsibility.   

A mentor is a Listener. 

The mentor encourages the child to express his feelings and opinions. A mentor asks the child how their day or week has been since they last saw each other. A mentor asks the child about his thoughts, dreams, likes and dislikes, memories, and stories, all the while sharing about their own lives and interests. 

A mentor is an Instructor.

The mentor exposes the mentee to new and challenging opportunities and shares their own skills and talents with the child.  The mentor also assists the child in developing strengths by trying new activities and sharing common interests.

What is NOT the Role of a Big Brother or Big Sister?

A mentor is not a Spender or Entertainer. 

Mentoring is about the relationship created between the mentor and the child, not the money spent or the entertainment provided. As a Big Brother or Big Sister, the volunteer is encouraged to limit spending and look for low-cost or free outings. Doing entertaining things like movies, putt-putt, going out to eat, Chuck E. Cheese and Dave and Buster’s, and visiting amusement parks is fine for an occasional treat but should not be the focus of the relationship. 

Volunteers sometimes find themselves in a position in which they would like to assist the child and his family outside of the match, especially if the family is experiencing a time of need. While we ask that our volunteers not offer financial assistance to the family, we encourage families to call the assigned case manager for referral to agencies that might assist with housing, clothing, food, utilities, and other needs.  

A mentor is not a Parent. 

The mentor should not be making decisions that are typically the role of the parent, such as decisions regarding discipline, education, house rules, etc. The relationship and ability to serve as a mentor will change if the mentor assumes or is asked to play in the role of a parent. However, the mentor should have the child’s best interest in mind and be communicating with the parent on how the mentor relationship can help identify and address some areas the parent feels the child needs to focus on. 

A mentor is not a Therapist. 

While BBBS offers volunteers opportunities for training and development, our volunteers are not trained mental health professionals or therapeutic mentors. However, for the sake of awareness, it is appropriate that the parent talk with the mentor about any issues the child may be experiencing and/or what counseling the child is currently receiving. Should the parent or volunteer have any more concerns, they are encouraged to contact their assigned case manager.
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